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1. THE AMBASSADOR RAISED THE QUESTION OF THE RLAF PLANES 
WITH FONMIN CHATCHAI THIS MORNING IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF 
INSTRUCTIONS. HE MADE THE ARGUMENTS GIVEN US BY THE 
DEPARTMENT AND IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE RECENT NAVAL EN- 
GAGEMENT ON THE MEKONG, STRESSED THE POINT THAT SOVIET 
TECHNICIANS IN VIETIANE COULD EASILY PUT ANY AIRCRAFT 
WHICH WERE RETURNED INTO FLY ABLE CONDITION. 

2. CHATCHAI AGREED THAT THE AIRCRAFT SHOULD NOT BE 
RETURNED TO THE LAO AT THIS TIME AND NOTED JOCULARLY 
THAT ANY LAO PILOT WHO WAS ALLOWED TO GET INTO AN 
AIRPLANE WOULD BRING IT BACK TO THAILAND AT ONCE. 

ONE COULD NEVER SEE FAR INTO THE FUTURE HOWEVER AND 
THE SITUATION IN LAOS MIGHT EASILY CHANGE. IF, FOR 
EXAMPLE, THE PRESENT REGIME WERE OVERTHROWN, IT MIGHT 
BE TO THAILAND'S ADVANTAGE TO BE ABLE TO RETURN THE 
PLANES. MEANWHILE THE PLANES SHOULD BE KEPT HERE 
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3. THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT THE CHANCES OF A COUNTER- 
REVOLUTION IN LAOS APPEAR TO HIM TO BE VERY SLIM AND 
THAT THE DEPARTMENT THOUGHT IT WAS WASTEFUL TO HAVE 
THESE AIRPLANES FALL APART HERE WHEN THE RTAF 
COULD USE THE TRANSPORTS AND THE PHILIPPINES COULD 
USE THE T-28S. WITHOUT GOING INTO DETAILS OF PRO- 
POSED DISTRIBUTION OF PLANES, HE POINTED OUT THAT 

THE RTAF T-28 FLEET WAS UP TO STRENGTH AND NOW IN- 
CLUDED ALL THE BEST AIRCRAFT WHICH HAVE COME IN 
FROM CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM. CHATCHAI THEN DIGRESSED 
INTO THE QUESTION OF THE NEED FOR ADDITIONAL COMBAT 
AIRCRAFT STATING THAT HE HAD A MEMORANDUM (WHICH HE 
BRANDISHED) FROM THE DEFENSE MINISTER STATING THAT 
THAILAND NEEDED ONE SQUADRON OF F-5ES AND THREE 
SQUADRONS OF OV-IOS. THIS DISCUSSION WILL BE RE- 
PORTED SEPTEL. 

4. COMMENT. THIS CONVERSATION CAME OUT ABOUT WHERE 
WE THOUGHT IT WOULD. THE RTG IS OBVIOUSLY NOT 
REPEATNOT DESIROUS OF HAVING THE PLANES RETURNED 
TO THE LAO, BUT FLUSHED WITH THE SUCCESS OF HIS TALKS 
WITH THE KHMER, CHATCHAI OBVIOUSLY WANTS TO AVOID 
TAKING ANY STEPS VIS-A-VIS LAOS WHICH MIGHT REBOUND 
AGAINST THAILAND AT SOME LATER DATE. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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